
 
  

 

 sparkles again 
 
     Once again, RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards) has cap-
tured the respect of the district with a most successful camping 
seminar.  
     Led by District Chair Lisa Flair of Belle Chasse, the annual 
event had a new location this year. In the beautiful woods of the 
Florida parishes near Robert, Louisiana, more than sixty dynamic 
young high school students met at Solomon Episcopal Retreat. 
Everyone was impressed by the facilities. The quietness of the  
setting enhanced the 
possibilities of deep 
thinking about leader-
ship. By all accounts the 
2007 RYLA was one of 
the best.  
     If there were any 
negatives about the ex-
perience, they would 
center on the fact that 
some clubs did not have 
students attending to 
represent them. RYLA is 
a true treasure for Rotary. No club should miss out on providing 
such an opportunity for students in their towns. Club leaders 
should start NOW in locating two students, preferably one male 
and one female, for the 2008 RYLA next summer. In addition, 
clubs should make sure that the two students actually attend. Re-
grettably, five students failed to show at the seminar, costing the 
clubs the money and themselves a life-changing experience.  
     Solomon Episcopal Retreat granted only a one-year contract to 
RYLA last spring. After the administration observed the quality of 
the students and the program, they have now extended a three-
year contract to Rotary. Students, counselors, and Rotary directors 
gave a resounding endorsement to return to the beautiful retreat.  
     Thanks to Lisa Flair, her Rotarian assistants, and the RYLA 
alumni who serve as counselors for another extraordinary  
experience. 
  

 

Dutch Agree 
To Exchange 

On Levees 
   For the first time in the history of 
the district, we shall have a Group 
Study Exchange with a theme: 
Levee Construction.  
   The obvious country with which 
to have a GSE theme like this is 
the Netherlands. District 1610 will 
send levee engineers to our dis-
trict next April. We in turn will send 
four non-Rotarian engineers, ages 
25-35, to the Netherlands April 25 
for one month.  
   The chairman of our GSE com-
mittee is Carlton Dufrechou of 
Metairie Sunrise. Rotarians of 
metro New Orleans know him for 
his outstanding leadership with 
Save Our Lake.  
   For applications, please contact 
Chairman Carlton or download 
them from the district website. 
   We shall also be recruiting a 
team leader. He/she will be a Ro-
tarian and preferably, though not 
required, be an engineer.  
   Let’s find the best five to send to 
the Netherlands. They will appear 
on May 17 at a three-district con-
ference. This demonstrates how 
much the Dutch look forward to 
entertaining our team. Even the 
Prince of Orange himself has be-
come interested in this GSE.  

District Conference To Be Staged  
“Way Down Yonder in New Orleans” 

  

For the first time in decades, the district conference will be in downtown  
New Orleans. This honors the plan of the late Ray Hymel who would have been  

governor this year. It will be staged at Hotel Loews on Poydras Street, April 17— 20.  
  

Make plans now for a fun-filled conference! 
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Why Is This Lady So Happy? 

   President Lynn Cooper of the Plaquemines 
Parish South club beams as she hears a report 
that Rotarians in Maine are crafting a matching 
grant for her club of $17,500.  

 Why Is Governor Milton So Happy? 

   A raucous gorilla presented him and the  
Rotary Club of Petal a striptease on his  
birthday. 

     What a turn around a month makes.                           
     In early June, Foundation Chairman Rob 
Young observed that district giving to the Ro-
tary Foundation may be at an all-time low. But 
in the month of June, the district came roaring 
back with $53,000 to make a total of $159,692 
for the Rotary year 2006-2007.  
     According to Chairman Rob, this made the 
per capita giving $69.37, the highest in district 
history.  
     Goal number two of the district’s twelve 
goals for 2007-2008 calls for a minimal in-
crease of ten percent in annual giving; a mod-
erate goal of $150,000; an and ultimate goal 
Every Rotarian, Every Year. The final figures 
for 2006-2007 suggest to Chairman Rob that 
the moderate goal be raised to $175,000.  
      Twelve clubs made the ultimate goal last 
year, Every Rotarian, Every Year. The Rotary 
Foundation recognizes these twelve as “Star 
Clubs.” Congratulations to those clubs listed in 
the box below.  

District Sets Record  
     In Per Capita Giving 

Star Clubs 
     1. Harahan            $353.85 
     2. Algiers            $295.00 
     3. St. Charles Parish          $289.69 
     4. Metairie Sunrise           $250.00 
     5. Edgewater           $245.28 
     6. Belle Chasse           $209.21 
     7. McComb            $132.53 
     8. Gautier            $130.43 
     9. The Westbank/Gretna          $117.28 
   10.  Metairie            $116.41 
   11.  Hattiesburg Sunrise          $114.29 
   12.  Stennis Space Center          $112.50   

 
Looking Forward  
  
   August 1  Applications for District Governor, 2010-2011, due 
   August 18  Foundation/Membership Development Seminar, Poplarville, 8:30—2:30 
   August 25  Nominating Committee for District Governor, 2010-2011 
   August  Membership Development Month 
   September 8 Rotary’s International Literacy Day 


